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The Best You Can Be—Everyone, Every Day

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:

13" March

18" March

19" March

19" March

20" March

20" March

26" March

27" March

27" March

30" March—
10" April

13" April

Fun Friday

Children are welcome to come to school
in dress-down clothes

ASH Class

Parents/Carers are invited to come and
share learning from 2:30pm

MAPLES Trip

MAPLES Class

Parents/Carers are invited to come and
share learning from 2:30pm

Fun Friday

Children are welcome to come to school
in dress-down clothes

OAK Class Immersion Day
Year 2 children are invited to come to
school dressed as a passenger on
board the Titanic

OAK Class

Parents/Carers are invited to come and
share learning from 2:30pm

Fun Friday

Children are welcome to come to school
in dress-down clothes

END of Spring Term (2)
School CLOSES at 3:10pm

END of Spring Term BREAK

School OPENS at 08:45am
Summer Term (1)

Attend Today, Achieve Tomorrow

Every School Day Counts!

HEADTEACHER NEWS

Dear Parents and Carers,

Thank you to everyone who supported World Book Day this week.
It was fantastic to see so many excellent costumes across the
school and, more importantly, to see the children enjoying books
and celebrating reading together.

All of our Immersion Days have now taken place and the children
have had some brilliant experiences launching their new topics.
There has been lots of fun across the school, but also plenty of
knowledge shared as pupils begin their new areas of learning. It
has been great to see such enthusiasm in classrooms.

Over the next couple of weeks we will be sending out our Parent
Survey. Please do take the time to complete this when it arrives.
Even if you feel things are going well, your feedback is really
important to us and helps us understand what is working well and
where we can improve.

A reminder again about parking around the school. Please do not
park on the zig-zag lines outside the school gates and the staff car
park must not be used for drop-off or collection. These rules are
in place to help keep everyone safe, particularly at our busiest
times of the day.

Finally, attendance last week was low again across the school.
In particular, Ash Class had attendance below 89%, which is
alarming. We will be speaking directly with some parents to see
how we can support families in improving attendance. We are
currently a 'school of concern' for attendance, and Milton Keynes
City Council are meeting with us every half term to review our
progress and understand why improvement in attendance has
been slow. Good attendance is vital for children’s learning and
progress, so we appreciate
your support in ensuring
children are in school every
day wherever possible.

Thank you for your continued
support. | hope you all have a .
lovely weekend.

Tan Fraser-Kirkap
Executive Headteacher

Heelands School, Glovers Lane, Heelands, Milton Keynes MK13 7QL

@ 01908 316306 X office@heelands.org @ heelands.milton-keynes.sch.uk

fA facebook.com.HeelandsSchool
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EYFS - Ash

We have jumped into Spring 2 with the story of ‘The Very
Hungry Caterpillar’ over the past two weeks linked to our
new topic ‘How Does Your Garden Grow?’.

The children have been learning the story, ordering key
events and writing some super captions/sentences about
the very big green caterpillar. The children have explored
fruit and vegetable paint printing and even designed ‘bug
hotels’ for the creatures we may find in the garden and even
made perfume with spring flowers.

In Maths we are practising all our doubles to 5 e.g Double 1
is 2, Double 2 is 4. We have been really good at showing our
doubles using our fingers too! These number facts could be
practised at home.

We have another exciting few weeks ahead of us, as we
have had another special delivery of some tiny caterpillars
and we look forward to watching them grow and change
into butterflies.

YEAR 1 - Maple

In Maple class we have started our new topic ‘London’s
Burning!’

The children have been fascinated by the Great Fire of
London, and had lots of fun on our Immersion day.

We made rock cakes which were delicious, wrote with
quills, and made some artwork using pastels.

In Maths we have been looking at numbers to 50 and filling
in missing number tracks.

YEAR 2 - Oak

We have set sail on our new topic, ‘Unsinkable’ learning all
about the Titanic.

The children are really engaged and are enjoying finding out
about the many passengers from the different classes and
how or why they survived, when many didn’t.

They are handling this topic in such a sensitive and mature
way, you can really see how the children have grown over
the year. We are also delving into what life was like on
board for the different classes and many of us were amazed
to discover the Titanic had a swimming pool and a
gymnasium. We are really looking forward to our Immersion
Day on March 20th.

In Maths we have been learning about money and using
coins and notes to make amounts of money to pay for
things. We are getting very good at adding and subtracting
now, but keep practising at home!
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Celebration Assemblies...

Congratulations to our children who have excelled in all areas of our 4 core values: VA L E
RESILIENCE, RESPONSIBILITY, RESPECT, RESTORATIVE

27.0226

06.03.26

Attendance...

FRIDAY 6th MARCH—CURRENT ATTENDANCE

ASH CLASS - 94.6% MAPLE cLASS - 97.2% OAK cLASS - 93.0%

175 More than

18 days
DAYS absence less

92% than 90%

g LI

Harder Persistent
to make Absentee
progress (Not fair on your child)
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SEND & Family Support Coffee Afternoon...

On Tuesday 24 February we hosted another coffee afternoon for parents,
this time at Heelands School.

Parents/Carers you
are invited to join us for a
We were joined by Nicola from SENDIASS (Special Educational Needs and SEND & FAMILY SUPPORT
Disabilities Independent Advice and Support Service) who shared Coffee Afternoon
information on how the service can support parents of children with
additional needs. T SOME ANDMEE TSt

Kelly Wilson
(Summerfield) Kate Addison
(Heelands) Emily Withington

Nicola's advice and support was really useful and it prompted interesting
discussions as we sipped tea and some of us nibbled on biscuits.

We hope to invite different services to our coffee afternoons to spread
awareness of the support that is available to families.

. (&}
The next coffee afternoon will

]
be near the end of March at MILTON KEYNES
Summerfield School. The date =
will be confirmed soon. \/ SEND IAS

- Family Support For All -‘

World Book Day...

THURSDAY 5TH MARCH

What a wonderful day we all had celebrating our
love of literature and our favourite books for
World Book Day.

All the children looked spectacular in their
character costumes and were all excited to share
their favourite stories.

Thank you to all the staff who helped with all the
different activities and for making it such a
memorable day.

WORLD

BOOK
DAY

5 MARCH 2026
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Don’t Forget... F ﬁ
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Dress-down Dayl
FRIDAY 13+h MARCH

Issue 46

Notices...

CHANGE TO PERSON COLLECTING YOUR CHILD

If you are unable to collect your child as normal from school and there is a
change to the person collecting, please let us know in advance so that we
can release your child to this person. If we are not informed of any
change, your child will not be released to them as per our safeguarding
policies.

You can call the office or email: office@heelands.org to give the full name
of who will be collecting them. Please also provide a password that you
will share with that person. This will allow us to check the password with
the adult before your child is released.

Even if the designated person has collected before, we still need to be

informed each time, and they will still need to provide a password, as
different staff members may be dismissing the children at home time.

MEDICAL/DENTAL APPOINTMENTS

Please make sure that when you make GP Doctors and Dentist
appointments that these are made OUTSIDE of school hours; either
BEFORE 08:30am or AFTER 3:10pm or during school holidays.

It is EXTRMELEY DISRUPTIVE for children to have appointments during
the school day. Not only do they miss essential learning, but it is
disruptive to the other children in the class when a pupil has to leave.

We understand that hospital and emergency appointments have to be
taken when given.




